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History: The Resort

1912- Charles and Willaﬁ’i‘;;’
Bruce purchased land =

on the strand in

Manhattan Beach
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They built a resort
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Welcomed Black
beachgoers at a time _
when most CA beaches S48
prohibited Black i
residents
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Expanded to include a restaurant and a
dance hall.

Around this same time, six other Black
families purchased plots of land
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MEET ME THERE!—WHERE?

Bruce’s Beach

. THURSDAY. JUNE 8, 1922
GRAND EXCURSION AND SUNDAY SCHOOL PICNIC
~ Given by the St. Paul Baptist Church

A grand outing and day ot pleasure. Various contests are
open and prizes worth your while will be awarded the winmers

2 Note The Contests—

e |
Most Popullr “dlnhﬂr on Grounds; Most Popular Young wady

on the Grounds; Most Populai Married Lady on the Grounds;

_| Most Popular errugelhlt Young Man on the (:rouﬁds Llrg-
- { est Family on the Grounds.

———Fare—

/| Adults—Round Trip, T5¢; Chlldren (6 to 12 years)—Round

, 40c.
- Train: leave 4th and Hll‘l Sl.s at 9:50 a. m. and 1:00 p. m.

.| —Return 5:30 p. m. and 6:0

REV. R. N HOLT Pastor

Phone : South 4918 X

C.L. COLES, Chairman General Commif
Phone: 27186 ll

-| Tickets on Sale at: California Bagle Ofiice, 824 Central Ave.;

“Mattox & Sons Grocery, 5122 Long Beach Ave.; May's
Sweet Shop, 20th at Hooper: Johnson’s Pharnacy, Cor.
Normandie and Jefferson.




Manhatian Beach, 4

COLORED PEOPLE'S RESOR'
MEETS WITH OPPOSITION.

History: Opposition G

establishment of a small
rosort for negroes at North Mane
Wt
has created great agitation among the
white property owners of adjoining
- - - age land. |
White residents react with hostility B o s e
present consists of a small portablo
cottage with u stand in front where |
"soda pop and lunches are sold, and
two dresstng tents with shower baths |
aund a supply of fifty bathing sults, |
wus opened last Monday by the dusky
progrietor and patronized by many
colored peopls from Los Angeles.

Black patrons were repeatedly harassed
CI1S ab2 ¢NBALIl &aAy @i

sults to disport In tha ocean, they

wn;a ton!;om«d byd(wnhdepuly ";-n-
H Tt stables who warned them agalnst
signs were put up to deter visitors G th i of und e ot
i“'l::l: n Alstance of over half a mila
from Peck's pler to Twenty-fourth

2 A )4 )4 ~ A ~ A 4 street, a strip of ocean frontage s
K S K I NJ a a Y S u R 2 S a owned by Goorge H. Peck, who also
owns several hutdred peres of land in
the Manhattan additfon where Mrs
- . Bruce's property is  situated. This

strip has becn stuked off and “no t
residents began pressuring the Manhattan el as e ke o and e e
Iy the bathers yesterday could not get
to the beach without walking beyond

A = A AN 4 R Peck's strip of ocean frontage.

- This small inconvenlence, however,

. u e Z u dld not deter the bathers, on pleasure
bent, from walking the half nilo

srqund Peck's land and sponding the

dny swimming and jumping the

B h Wreakers. All along the beach In front
eaC of the grohibited strip which wna

patroled by the constables, the light«

| hearted “cullud" people frollcked in |

| the breakers or Iay on the warm sanu

Mrs. W. A. Bruce,

Colored woman, who has created &
storm ot Manhattan Beach by es-
tublishing u seaside resort for the
members of her race. |




History: Eminent Domain

1924-a l yKFOGaly . SFOK [/ AG& [/ 2dzyOAt @20GSa
land through eminent domain for the purpose of building a park.
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G 2 $hought that the Negro problem was going to stop our progresX We had to
acquirethesetwo blocksto solvethe problem, so we voted to condemnthem and
make a city park there. We had to protect ourselves Our attorney advised

membersof the councilneverto admit the real purposeand establishmentof the
park, especiallyduring the councilmeetingsé

¢ Councilmember Frank Daugherty, 1943

Land sat empty for decades.
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2020: History Uplifted

= $Los Angeles Times e

Manhattan Beach was once home to Black beachgoers, but
the city ran them out. Now it faces a reckoning




Land Transfer History

1948- the City of Manhattan Beach
transfers the beacHront plot of land to
the State
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- the Lifeguard Buildin o
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1956- the City of Manhattan Beach builds s
a park on the remaining land taken throug Sas x Vo, = L Fexice =
eminent domain ol e R T, g s
1995- the State transferred their land to i - T
the County of Los Angeles as part of a '

transfer of 8 state beaches to the County

|







Senate Bill 796

SB 796 (Bradford):

1. Recognizes that there is public benefit in
returning the land to right the historic
wrong

2. Directs the state to amend the property
deed to remove restrictions prohibiting
transfer of the land

3. Grandfathers the Bruces inth975

property tax rates and exempted the

transfer from state income taxes




